

FENERBAHÇE UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE EDUCATION AND TRAINING REGULATION
PART ONE
Initial Provisions
Purpose
ARTICLE 1- (1) The purpose of this Regulation is to set out the procedures and principles governing the education and training activities of graduate diploma programs conducted at Fenerbahçe University Graduate School.
Scope
ARTICLE 2- (1) This Regulation covers the provisions concerning education and training, as well as scientific research and practical activities, within the graduate diploma programs conducted at Fenerbahçe University Graduate School.
Basis
ARTICLE 3 - (1) This Regulation has been prepared in accordance with Articles 14 and 44 of the Higher Education Law No. 2547, dated 4/11/1981.
Definitions
ARTICLE 4- (1) The terms used in this Regulation are as follows:
a) ECTS: European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System,
b) ALES: Academic Personnel and Graduate Education Entrance Examination, 
c) Division: The academic unit (science/arts division) defined for graduate schools in the Regulation on the Organization and Operation of Graduate Education Institutes, published in the Official Gazette No. 17976, dated March 3, 1983, which offers an education program within the Graduate School,
d) Division chair: Chairs of the science/arts division that offers an education program within the Graduate School,
e) Advisor: The faculty member appointed by the Graduate School Administrative Board to provide academic guidance to students enrolled in the Graduate School in matters related to coursework and graduate studies,
f) Institute: Fenerbahçe University Graduate School,
g) Institute Board: The board chaired by the Director of the Graduate School and composed of the Deputy Directors and the heads of the departments that offer education programs within the Graduate School,
h) Institute Administrative Board: The board chaired by the director of the Graduate School and composed of three faculty members elected by the Graduate School Board from among six candidates nominated by the director and the deputy directors of the Graduate School,
i) GMAT: General Management Admission Test Exam,
j) GPA: Grade Point Average,
GRE: Graduate Record Examinations,
k) Credit: The national/local credit value of a course, calculated as the sum of all weekly theoretical course hours plus half of the weekly hours allocated to laboratory, practice, workshop, studio, and similar activities,
l) Graduate Work: The term project in non-thesis master’s programs, the master’s thesis in thesis-based master’s programs, the PhD dissertation in PhD programs, and the art proficiency study in proficiency in art programs,
m) Board of Trustees: Fenerbahçe University Board of Trustees,
n)  OIS: Fenerbahçe University Student Information System,
o) Registrar's Office: Fenerbahçe University Registrar's Office,
p) ÖSYM: Student Assessment, Selection, and Placement Center,
q) Rector: Fenerbahçe University Rector,

r) Senate: Fenerbahçe University Senate,
s) University: Fenerbahçe University,
r) YÖK: Higher Education Board,
s) AHCI: Arts & Humanities Citation Index,

t) BKCI: Book Citation Index,
u) CPCI: Conference Proceedings Citation Index,
v) ESCI: Emerging Sources Citation Index,
w)  Program coordinator: The faculty member appointed by the Director of the Graduate School to perform the tasks of the division chair within Fenerbahçe University’s graduate programs and who is responsible for and authorized to manage all academic affairs related to these programs,
x) SCI: Science Citation Index,
y) SCIE: Science Citation Index Expanded,
z) SCOPUS: SCOPUS Citation Database,
aa) SSCI: Social Sciences Citation Index,
ab) TR Index: The national index of citations provided by TÜBİTAK-ULAKBİM.
PART TWO
Master's Program
General principles regarding master's programs
ARTICLE 5- (1) Master’s programs may be conducted as thesis or non-thesis programs. The principles governing the divisions under which these programs are conducted, the manner in which they are carried out, and the rules for transfers between thesis and non-thesis master’s programs are determined by the Senate.
(2) Thesis and non-thesis master’s programs may also be offered as secondary graduate education programs.
(3) Except for non-thesis master’s programs, students may not enroll in or pursue more than one graduate program simultaneously.
(4) The division chair may appoint one or more program coordinators to assist in the conduct of graduate education.
(5) In interdisciplinary graduate programs, the division chair is appointed by the Director of the Graduate School.
Application and admission requirements for master's programs
ARTICLE 6- (1) Applicants admitted to a master’s program must have completed their undergraduate studies by the time of registration.
(2) Master's programs may admit students based solely on their ALES score or, provided that the weight of this score is not less than 50%, by also taking into account the ALES score, or GRE or GMAT scores accepted as equivalent to ALES, undergraduate GPA, written or oral scientific examinations, foreign language proficiency, and other application or admission requirements. The measurement and evaluation criteria, along with their respective weightings, are determined by the decision of the Graduate School Council and approved by the Senate, provided that they are not below the minimum scores and ratios set by the Council of Higher Education (YÖK).
(3) To apply for a thesis master’s program, candidates must have an ALES score of at least 55 in the relevant score type. However;
a) For applications to master’s programs by graduates of PhD, proficiency in art, or specialization programs in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, or pharmacy,
b) For the admission of students to the divisions of conservatory programs and to the programs of faculties of fine arts that admit students solely through a special talent examination,
c) For admission to non-thesis master’s programs, an ALES score is not required.
(4) In the evaluation of candidates within the scope of subclause (a) of the third clause;
a) The ALES score of these candidates is considered as 55 points in the score type of the program they are applying to, regardless of the score type or specialization of the graduate program from which they graduated, and is included in the evaluation accordingly.
b) These candidates may apply to a different field from the one corresponding to their previous score, PhD/proficiency in art/specialization program.
(5) The Graduate School Board, with the approval of the Senate, determines whether ALES or equivalent exams and scores are required for the admission of foreign candidates and Turkish citizens who have completed their undergraduate education abroad to master’s programs.
(6) For admission to master’s programs with or without a thesis taught in a foreign language, candidates must obtain the score specified by the decision of the Graduate School Board and approved by the Senate from one of the national and/or international foreign language exams organized by the University or recognized by the Senate. Candidates who meet all other admission requirements for master’s programs but do not provide proof of foreign language proficiency may be admitted to the University’s foreign language preparatory program upon application. A student admitted to a foreign language preparatory program must meet one of the foreign language proficiency requirements in effect for the year of admission or the year of transfer to the graduate program in order to begin the graduate program. The duration of this program is two semesters. At the end of this period, students who do not pass the specified exams may be granted an additional period of up to two semesters by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board, provided that they pay the tuition fee. At the end of these periods, students who remain unsuccessful are dismissed from the University. The time spent in the foreign language preparatory program is not included in the duration of study. The tuition fee for graduate students continuing in the foreign language preparatory program is determined by the Board of Trustees at the beginning of each academic year. The academic procedures for students attending the foreign language preparatory program are governed by the relevant directive.
Master's program with thesis
ARTICLE 7- (1) A master’s program with thesis is a graduate qualification program designed to enable students to access, compile, interpret, and evaluate information using scientific research methods in their respective fields of study.
(2) The master’s program with thesis consists of at least 7 courses, a seminar course, and a thesis, totaling 21 credits and a minimum of 120 ECTS, provided that one academic year comprises at least 60 ECTS. The seminar course and thesis are non-credit and are graded on a pass/fail basis.
(3) Up to two of the courses taken by the student may be selected from undergraduate courses, provided that these courses were not completed during the student’s undergraduate studies or scientific preparation program. The selection of these courses, as well as the compatibility of their credit and ECTS values and the conversion of letter grades, is determined based on the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(4) The student may choose up to two courses from other higher education institutions, with the recommendation of the division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board. Students who wish to take courses at other higher education institutions must submit a petition to the Graduate School at least 15 days before the course registration dates specified in the academic calendar. The selection of these courses, as well as the compatibility of their credit and ECTS values and the conversion of letter grades, is determined based on the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
Duration of the master’s program with thesis
ARTICLE 8- (1) The duration of the master’s program with thesis is four semesters, regardless of whether the student is enrolled each semester, excluding the time spent in the scientific preparation program and starting from the semester in which the courses related to the enrolled program are offered, and the program must be completed within a maximum of six semesters.
(2) Students who fail to successfully complete their courses within four semesters, who cannot maintain a GPA of at least 2.70 out of 4.00, who fail their thesis within the maximum allowed period, who do not take the thesis defense exam, or who do not meet other minimum success requirements stipulated by the Graduate School are exmatriculated from the University.
Appointment of an advisor in the master's program with thesis
ARTICLE 9- (1) In the master’s program with thesis, the division chair recommends an advisor from the faculty of the University for each student by the end of the first semester at the latest. The thesis subject, determined by the student together with their advisor, must be submitted to the Graduate School by the end of the second semester at the latest. The thesis subject, determined with the advisor, is finalized by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board by the end of the second semester at the latest.
(2) The advisor is appointed from among the faculty members who meet the qualifications determined by the Senate. If no faculty member at the university meets the qualifications determined, a faculty member from another higher education institution may be appointed as an advisor by the Graduate School Administrative Board, in accordance with the principles established by the Senate. Researchers with at least a PhD degree, appointed on a part-time basis under the scope of Additional Article 46 of Law No. 2547, may also be elected as thesis advisors. However, for these individuals to be appointed as advisors, the student’s request, the written consent of the relevant researcher, and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board are required. In cases where the nature of the thesis subject requires more than one advisor, a second advisor may be appointed from outside the University staff with the recommendation of the division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(3) If necessary, the advisor may be changed in accordance with the principles in this article, with the recommendation of the division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(4) The division chair is responsible for ensuring the balanced distribution of advising assignments among faculty members. For this purpose, the division chair carries out guidance and information activities for students.
Finalization of the master's thesis
ARTICLE 10- (1) In order to qualify for the master’s thesis defense exam, all courses must be successfully completed and the GPA must be at least 2.70 out of 4.00.
(2) In order to take the master’s thesis defense, a work produced from the thesis and bearing the names of the thesis student, the thesis advisor, and the second advisor, if any, must be published in a peer-reviewed journal, accepted for publication, or presented as an oral or poster presentation at a peer-reviewed scientific meeting. Unless otherwise stated, the intellectual property rights of a thesis that is found successful as a result of the thesis defense belong to the University. Fenerbahçe University must be listed as the student’s affiliation in all published copies of the work.
(3) In the master’s program with a thesis, the student writes their thesis in accordance with the Graduate Work Writing Guide, as determined by the Graduate School Board and approved by the Senate, within the framework of the decisions of the Council of Higher Education, and defends it orally before the jury.
(4) Before the master’s thesis defense, if the thesis jury requests corrections, the student completes the necessary revisions and submits the thesis to their advisor. After reviewing the thesis in accordance with the third clause, the advisor signs the Introduction to Thesis Defense Form, the annexed Similarity Report, the Academic Integrity Statement, the Publication Statement Form, and the Graduate Work Originality Report, and submits the PDF file to the Graduate School electronically through the division chair, along with the number of thesis copies requested by the Graduate School in accordance with the guide.
(5) The master’s thesis jury is appointed based on the recommendation of the advisor, the approval of the head of the department or art major, and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. The jury consists of three or five academic members, including the student’s thesis advisor, and at least one member must be from outside the University. If the jury consists of three members, the second thesis advisor, if any, cannot serve as a member of the jury.
(6) The date and place of the thesis defense exam are determined by the Graduate School based on the recommendation of the advisor and the approval of the division chair, and the jury members and the student are notified in writing electronically. The Graduate School sends the relevant thesis and the report generated by the plagiarism detection software to the jury members electronically.
(7) Jury members must convene no later than one month from the date of delivery of the thesis and conduct the student’s thesis defense exam. The thesis defense exam consists of a thesis presentation followed by a question-and-answer session. Instructors and graduate students may attend the thesis defense exam only as listeners.
(8) After the completion of the thesis defense exam, the jury decides by absolute majority, in a session closed to the audience, whether to accept, reject, or require corrections to the thesis. This decision is notified to the Graduate School by the division chair within three working days following the thesis defense exam.
(9) A student whose thesis is deemed unsuccessful and rejected will be dismissed from the University.
(10) A student whose thesis is required to be corrected must defend the revised thesis before the same jury no later than three months after the initial defense. At the end of this defense exam, a student who is deemed unsuccessful and whose thesis is not accepted will be dismissed from the University.
(11) If a student whose thesis is rejected submits a request to the Graduate School within 15 days of the thesis defense exam, and if a non-thesis master’s degree program in the same field is available at the Graduate School, they may be awarded a non-thesis master’s degree diploma, provided they have fulfilled the course and credit load/ECTS requirements, completed a project, and met other requirements of the non-thesis master’s program, with the recommendation of the division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board. If students in this situation submit a request, additional time may be granted by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. Within this additional period, a student who fails to complete the requirements of the non-thesis master’s program will be dismissed from the University. If a non-thesis master’s degree program in the same field is not available at the Graduate School, the YÖK will be notified to define the non-thesis master’s degree program in the field as semi-passive in the Higher Education Information System (YÖKSİS). A non-thesis master’s degree will then be awarded to the student once the program is defined in YÖKSİS.
Acceptance of qualified publications as a thesis
ARTICLE 10/A- (1) A graduate student with a thesis may submit at least three works related to the subject of the master’s thesis, which form an integrated whole, published in TR Index, or at least two works in ESCI or SCOPUS indexes, or at least one research work (article, book chapter, or paper) published in AHCI, BKCI, CPCI, SCI, Scopus, or SSCI indexes, or accepted for publication, provided that the DOI number is obtained, to be accepted in place of the master’s thesis.
(2) The work(s) in question must have been prepared during the graduate program.
(3) No publication requirement is needed for students who meet this condition.
(4) Only the names of the student, the thesis advisor, and the second advisor, if applicable, are included in the work(s). However, in multidisciplinary field research, the names of the researchers listed in the relevant ethics committee decision may also be included.
(5) Fenerbahçe University must be listed as the student’s affiliation in all published copies of the work(s).
(6) The thesis format for the work(s) is provided under the supervision of the advisor, in accordance with the University’s Graduate Writing Guide.
(7) The relevant provisions of this Regulation shall apply to the evaluation of the work(s) by the jury and its submission to the Graduate School.
Master’s degree with thesis graduation, diploma, and diploma supplement
ARTICLE 11- (1) A student who successfully completes all credit and non-credit courses in the enrolled program, achieves a GPA of at least 2.70 out of 4.00, successfully defends their thesis before the jury, fulfills all other graduation requirements set by the Senate, and submits at least three bound copies of the approved Graduate work to the Graduate School, along with one electronic copy to the Library and Documentation Department within one month of the thesis defense exam, and whose thesis is approved in terms of form, will be awarded a master’s diploma and diploma supplement with thesis, by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. In addition, data must be entered into the YÖK National Thesis Center, and the data entry form must be submitted to the Graduate School. The Graduate School Administrative Board may extend the thesis submission deadline to the Graduate School by a maximum of one month if the student submits a written request. Students who do not meet these conditions will not be able to receive their diploma until they do so, cannot access student rights, and their affiliation with the University will be terminated upon the expiration of the maximum period.
(2) The master’s diploma with thesis includes the name of the program in the division where the student is registered, as approved by the Council of Higher Education. The date of graduation is the date on which the copies of the thesis, approved in terms of form, bound, and signed by the jury members, are submitted to the Graduate School.
(3) A copy of the master’s thesis approved by the jury is sent by the Graduate School to the Presidency of the Council of Higher Education to be made available for scientific research and activities in electronic format, within three months of the thesis submission to the Graduate School.
(4) Graduate works are kept accessible electronically unless otherwise determined by the authorized institutions, organizations, or units.
Non-thesis master's program
ARTICLE 12- (1) The non-thesis master’s program is a graduate qualification designed to provide students with knowledge of professional issues, teach them how to apply this knowledge in practice, and help them develop expertise in relevant fields of study.
(2) The non-thesis master’s program consists of at least ten courses and semester project courses, requiring a student workload of at least 60 ECTS and a total of no less than 30 credits.
(3) The student must register each semester in which they take the semester project and submit the project or report at the end of the semester. The term project is non-credit and is graded as either satisfactory or unsatisfactory.
(4) A maximum of three courses may be selected from undergraduate courses, provided they have not been taken during the undergraduate education or scientific preparation program. The selection of these courses, as well as the compatibility of their credit and ECTS values and the conversion of letter grades, is determined based on the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
Duration of the non-thesis master's program
ARTICLE 13- (1) The duration of the non-thesis master’s program is at least two and at most three semesters, regardless of whether the student is enrolled each semester, excluding the time spent in the scientific preparation program and starting from the semester in which the courses related to the enrolled program are offered. At the end of this period, a student who fails to successfully complete their courses and/or semester project, or who does not achieve a GPA of at least 2.70 out of 4.00, will be dismissed from the University.
Appointment of an advisor in the non-thesis master's program
ARTICLE 14- (1) In the non-thesis master’s program, the division chair will select a faculty member, or a faculty member with the qualifications determined by the Senate and a PhD degree, to provide advisorship in course selection and the execution of the semester project for each student by the end of the first semester. The division chair will propose the faculty member to the Graduate School, and the appointment will be made by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(2) If necessary, the advisor may be changed in accordance with the principles in this article, with the recommendation of the division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(3) The division chair is responsible for ensuring the balanced distribution of advising assignments among faculty members. For this purpose, the division chair carries out guidance and information activities for students.
Finalization of the semester project in the non-thesis master's program
ARTICLE 15- (1) The student who takes the semester project must have the project approved by their advisor.
(2) The subject of the semester project, determined by the student in consultation with their advisor, must be submitted to the Graduate School by the division chair no later than the end of the first semester. The subject of the semester project is finalized by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(3) The semester project can be taken starting from the beginning of the second semester at the earliest and is evaluated as non-credit, with a result of either satisfactory or unsatisfactory.
(4) The student enrolls in the project course during the semester in which they take the semester project and submits the project in writing to their advisor at the end of the semester, in accordance with the University's thesis writing guide. The evaluation of the semester project by the advisor is conducted after the student has successfully completed all courses. The letter grade is entered into the OIS after approval by the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(5) The compliance of the semester project with the Fenerbahçe University Graduate Writing Guide is the shared responsibility of the student and the advisor. After the advisor reviews the semester project in accordance with the fourth clause, they sign the Semester Project Evaluation Form, along with the attached similarity report, Academic Integrity Statement, and Graduate Work Originality Report. The advisor then submits a PDF file to the Graduate School electronically through the division chair, along with the required number of printed copies of the semester project, as specified in the guide and requested by the Graduate School.
Non-thesis master’s degree graduation, diploma, and diploma supplement
ARTICLE 16- (1) By successfully completing all credit and non-credit courses in the enrolled program, along with the semester project, the student whose GPA is at least 2.70 out of 4.00 and who meets the other graduation requirements set by the Senate is entitled to receive a non-thesis master’s degree and diploma supplement.
(2) The approved version of the semester project by the advisor must be submitted to the Graduate School, with the approval of the division chair, by the deadline for submitting letter grades to the Registrar's Office, as specified in the academic calendar.
(3) The name of the program in the division where the student is registered is approved by the Council of Higher Education and appears on the non-thesis master’s diploma. The date of graduation is the date on which the student fulfills all required obligations and this status is approved by the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(4) Students enrolled in a non-thesis master’s program may transfer to a thesis master’s program, provided they meet the minimum requirements set by the Senate. In this case, courses completed in the non-thesis master’s program may be counted toward the thesis master’s program upon the exemption evaluation of the relevant division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
PART THREE
PhD Program
PhD program
ARTICLE 17- (1) The PhD program is a graduate qualification program designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills needed to conduct independent research, and to interpret, analyze, and develop new insights by examining scientific questions, problems, and data from a deep and comprehensive perspective. In this context, the PhD thesis should demonstrate at least one of the following qualifications: applying a known method to a new field, introducing an innovation to science, or developing a new scientific method.
(2) The PhD program consists of a total of 21 credits for students admitted with a thesis-based master’s degree, and a minimum of 240 ECTS, including at least seven courses, a seminar course, a proficiency exam, a thesis proposal, and a thesis, provided that the program includes no fewer than 60 ECTS per academic year. For students admitted with a bachelor's degree, the program consists of a minimum of 300 ECTS, including at least 14 courses totaling at least 42 credits, a seminar course, a proficiency exam, a thesis proposal, and a thesis.
(3) In PhD programs, students admitted with a master’s degree from other higher education institutions may take up to two courses with the recommendation of the division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board, while students admitted with a bachelor’s degree may take up to four courses. Courses taken at other higher education institutions must not have been offered at the University during the same academic year or semester in which they were completed. Students who wish to take courses at other higher education institutions must submit a petition to the Graduate School at least 15 days before the course registration dates specified in the academic calendar. The selection of these courses, as well as the compatibility of their credit and ECTS values and the conversion of letter grades, is determined based on the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(4) Courses taken at the undergraduate level are not counted toward the course and credit/ECTS requirements of the PhD program and are excluded from the GPA calculation.
(5) PhD programs cannot be offered at the secondary education level.
Application and admission requirements for PhD programs
ARTICLE 18- (1) The eligibility requirements for candidates applying to the PhD program are as follows:
a) Candidates applying to the PhD program, if admitted, must have completed their master’s or bachelor’s degree by the time of registration.
b) Applicants must hold a master’s degree with thesis and have a minimum ALES score of 55 in the score type required by the program to which they are applying. However, the ALES requirement does not apply to graduates of PhD/proficiency in art/specialization programs in medicine/dentistry/veterinary medicine/pharmacy when applying to PhD programs, and in the evaluation of these candidates;
1) The ALES score of these candidates is considered as 55 points in the score type of the program they are applying to, regardless of the score type or specialization of the graduate program from which they graduated, and is included in the evaluation accordingly.
2) These candidates may apply to a different field from the one corresponding to their previous score, PhD/proficiency in art/specialization program.
c) Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree of at least ten semesters, excluding the faculties of medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, pharmacy, and preparatory classes, or possess the authorization to specialize in a laboratory branch according to the principles established by the Ministry of Health, and must have a minimum ALES score of 55 in the score type required by the program to which they are applying.
Applicants to the PhD program with a bachelor’s degree must have an undergraduate GPA of at least 3.00 out of 4.00, or an equivalent score, and an ALES score of at least 80 in the score type required by the program to which they are applying.
d) For admission to the PhD program, the University may accept students who meet the ALES score requirement alone or those who meet the following criteria: an ALES score or a GRE/GMAT score recognized as equivalent to ALES, provided that the score weight is at least 50%, the undergraduate GPA for applicants with a bachelor’s degree or the graduate GPA for applicants with a master’s degree, the written science exam and/or oral scientific evaluation, foreign language proficiency, application requirements, and other conditions related to admission. The measurement and evaluation criteria, along with their weightings, are determined by the Graduate School Board and approved by the Senate, and must meet or exceed the minimum scores and rates established by the Council of Higher Education.
(2) Except for preparatory classes, graduates of undergraduate programs of at least ten semesters may apply to the PhD program under the same conditions as graduates with a thesis-based master’s degree.
(3) For the admission of students to the divisions of conservatory programs and to the programs of faculties of fine arts that admit students solely through a special talent examination, an ALES score is not required.
(4) The Graduate School Board, with the approval of the Senate, determines whether ALES or equivalent exams and scores are required for the admission of foreign candidates and Turkish citizens who have completed their undergraduate education abroad to PhD programs.
(5) For admission to the PhD program, students are required to obtain at least 55 points from the central foreign language exams recognized by the Council of Higher Education, or from international foreign language exams accepted as equivalent, or at least 60 points in programs conducted in Turkish, or an equivalent score from international foreign language exams recognized as equivalent by ÖSYM. If necessary, the Senate may decide to increase these minimum scores based on the characteristics of the programs.
(6) To apply for PhD programs in basic medical sciences, graduates of medical faculties must hold a bachelor’s degree and have a basic medical score from the Medical Specialization Education Entrance Exam, as determined by the Senate, provided the score is at least 50 points, or an ALES score of at least 55 points in the math score type. Applicants who are not medical faculty graduates must hold a master’s degree (or a bachelor’s degree for graduates of dentistry and veterinary faculties) and have an ALES score of at least 55 points in the math score type. In addition to the basic medical score or ALES score, if necessary, the undergraduate and/or graduate GPA, as well as the results of written and/or oral science exams, may also be considered in the admission of students to PhD programs. The Senate determines matters related to this evaluation, as well as the reference letters that candidates must provide, a statement of purpose indicating their intention to pursue a PhD, international standardized exams, and other similar documents. However, for admission to the PhD program in basic medical sciences, students are required to obtain at least 55 points from the central foreign language exams recognized by the Council of Higher Education, or from international foreign language exams accepted as equivalent, or an equivalent score from international foreign language exams recognized as equivalent by ÖSYM. If necessary, the Senate may decide to increase these minimum scores based on the characteristics of the programs. The Senate determines the weighting of the basic medical score or ALES score, provided that it is at least 50%. The Graduate School may admit students based solely on a basic medical score or an ALES score.
Duration of the PhD program
ARTICLE 19- (1) The PhD program lasts eight semesters for students admitted with a master's degree with thesis, excluding any period spent in scientific preparation and beginning from the semester in which the program’s courses are offered, regardless of enrollment status. The maximum time allowed for completion is twelve semesters. For students admitted with a bachelor’s degree, the program duration is ten semesters, and the maximum completion period is fourteen semesters.
(2) The maximum period for successfully completing credit courses in the PhD program is four semesters for students admitted with a master's degree with thesis and six semesters for those admitted with a bachelor's degree. Students who cannot successfully complete their courses within this period or who fail to achieve a minimum GPA of 3.00 out of 4.00, who fail the proficiency exam or thesis within the maximum period, or who do not take the thesis defense exam and do not meet the other minimum requirements set by the Graduate School are dismissed from the University.
(3) Students who cannot complete their courses and/or thesis work within the maximum period, or who are not successful in the PhD thesis defense, may be awarded a non-thesis master’s diploma if they were admitted to the PhD program and meet the credit load/ECTS, project, and other requirements of the non-thesis master’s degree. They must submit their request to the Graduate School within 15 days following the end of the maximum period. Students in this situation are granted one additional semester to complete the course and/or semester project requirements of the non-thesis master’s program. Students who cannot complete the requirements of the non-thesis master’s program during this period are dismissed from the University. If a non-thesis master’s program in the same field is not available at the Graduate School, YÖK will be notified so that the program can be defined as semi-passive in the Higher Education Information System (YÖKSİS). Once the program is defined in YÖKSİS, the student will be awarded the non-thesis master’s degree.
Appointment of an advisor in the PhD program
ARTICLE 20- (1) In the PhD program, the division chair proposes an advisor from the University’s faculty for each student, as well as the thesis topic and thesis title determined by the student together with the advisor, to the Graduate School no later than the end of the second semester. The thesis proposal prepared with the advisor is finalized by a decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board no later than the end of the second semester.
(2) The advisor is appointed from among the faculty members who meet the qualifications determined by the Senate. If no faculty member at the university meets the required qualifications, a faculty member from another higher education institution may be appointed as an advisor, based on the proposal of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board, in accordance with the principles established by the Senate. Researchers with at least a PhD degree, appointed on a part-time basis under the scope of Additional Article 46 of Law No. 2547, may also be elected as thesis advisors. However, for these individuals to be appointed as advisors, the student’s request, the written consent of the relevant researcher, and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board are required. 
(3) Except for the divisions of dentistry, pharmacy, medicine, and veterinary medicine, faculty members must have successfully supervised at least one master’s thesis in order to serve as a PhD thesis advisor.
(4) In cases where the nature of the thesis subject requires more than one advisor, a second advisor may be appointed from outside the University staff with the recommendation of the division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(5) If necessary, the advisor may be changed in accordance with the principles in this article, with the recommendation of the division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(6) The division chair is responsible for ensuring the balanced distribution of advising assignments among faculty members. For this purpose, the division chair carries out guidance and information activities for students.
PhD qualifying exam
ARTICLE 21- (1) The PhD qualifying exam assesses the depth of knowledge of students who have completed their courses and seminar in their field of study, as well as their scientific understanding of their PhD thesis topic and their ability to conduct research. The PhD qualifying exam is open to lecturers and graduate students as observers.
(2) Students who have successfully completed the program’s courses and seminar and have a GPA of at least 3.00 out of 4.00 may apply to take the qualifying exam.
(3) A student’s entry into the qualifying exam is scheduled by the Graduate School up to twice a year. A student who begins the PhD program with a master’s degree must take the PhD qualifying exam no later than the end of the fifth semester, while a student who begins with a bachelor’s degree must take it no later than the end of the seventh semester. A student who does not take the PhD qualifying exam within the specified period is considered to have failed the exam, and their enrollment at the University is terminated.
(4) PhD qualifying exams are organized and carried out by a five-person doctoral qualification committee recommended by the division chair and approved by the Graduate School Administrative Board. The doctoral qualification committee establishes examination juries to prepare, administer, and evaluate exams in different fields. The exam jury consists of five principal faculty members, including the advisor, at least two of whom are from outside the University, as well as two substitute faculty members, one of whom is from outside the University.
(5) The members of the examination jury, as determined by the doctoral qualification committee, are appointed by the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(6) The PhD qualifying exam consists of two parts, written and oral. Students who score at least 70 out of 100 on the written exam are considered successful and may proceed to the oral exam.
(7) The exam jury evaluates the written and oral exams and decides by an absolute majority whether the student has passed or failed the qualifying exam. This decision is notified to the Graduate School by the division chair within three days following the qualifying exam.
(8) A student who fails the qualifying exam may retake it in the next semester in the unit or units in which they were unsuccessful. A student who also fails this exam is dismissed from the PhD program. However, a student who has been admitted to the PhD program with a bachelor’s degree and has successfully completed at least seven courses may transfer to the master’s program with the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board within 15 days, provided the maximum program duration is not exceeded. The Graduate School Administrative Board determines the conditions for transfer to the master’s program.
(9) The PhD qualifying exam jury may require a student who has passed the qualifying exam to take additional courses, provided that the total does not exceed one-third of the program’s credit load, even if the student has already completed the course requirements. The student must successfully complete the courses determined by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
Thesis monitoring committee
ARTICLE 22- (1) A thesis monitoring committee is formed within one month for the student who passes the doctoral qualification exam, based on the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(2) The thesis monitoring committee consists of three faculty members. In addition to the advisor, the thesis monitoring committee includes one member from within the division and one from outside the division. The member from outside the division may be from another division within the University or from the same or a different division at another higher education institution. If a second advisor is appointed, they may also attend the meetings of the thesis monitoring committee, but without voting rights.
(3) When necessary, changes to the members of the thesis monitoring committee may be made, in accordance with the principles in this article, upon the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
Thesis proposal defense
ARTICLE 23- (1) The student who successfully completes the PhD proficiency exam must orally defend their thesis proposal, which includes the research purpose, method, and study plan, before the thesis monitoring committee within a maximum of six months after passing the proficiency exam. The student distributes a written report on the thesis proposal to the committee members at least 15 days before the oral defense. A student who does not attend the thesis proposal defense within the period specified in this paragraph, without a valid excuse accepted by the Graduate School Administrative Board, is deemed unsuccessful and the thesis proposal is rejected.
(2) After the completion of the thesis defense exam, the jury, in a closed session, decides on the thesis by simple majority as acceptance, correction, or rejection. One month is allowed for corrections. At the end of this period, the decision made by absolute majority for either acceptance or rejection must be reported to the Graduate School by the division chair within three days following the committee meeting.
(3) A student whose thesis proposal is rejected has the right to choose a new advisor and/or a new thesis topic. In this case, a new thesis monitoring committee may be appointed. A student who wishes to continue the program with the same advisor must defend the thesis proposal within three months, while a student who changes the advisor and/or thesis topic must defend the thesis proposal again within six months. A student whose thesis proposal is rejected in this defense is dismissed from the University.
(4) For a student whose thesis proposal is accepted, the thesis monitoring committee holds meetings at least twice a year, once between January-June, and once between July-December. The student submits a written report to the committee members at least one month before the meeting date. This report includes a summary of the work completed so far and the work plan for the next period. The student's work is evaluated as satisfactory or unsatisfactory by the committee and submitted to the Graduate School by the student's report and advisor in the annex of the committee minutes.
(5) A student who does not attend the thesis monitoring committee meeting without a valid excuse is considered unsatisfactory for that monitoring period. A student who is unsatisfactory in two consecutive meetings or in three meetings in total is dismissed from the University by the thesis monitoring committee.
Conclusion of the PhD thesis
ARTICLE 24- (1) The PhD student prepares the thesis in accordance with the University’s Graduate Writing Guide and defends it orally before the jury.
(2) At least three thesis monitoring committee reports must be submitted to the Graduate School for the student’s PhD thesis to be finalized.
(3) A work produced from the thesis prepared for the PhD defense and bearing the names of the student, the thesis advisor, and the second advisor, if any, must be published or accepted for publication in journals or books indexed in AHCI, BKCI, CPCI, SCI, Scie, SSCI, or field-specific indices determined by the Senate. Alternatively, two works with the same characteristics must be published or accepted for publication in journals indexed in TR Index, ESCI, or Scotus and must have a DOI number. Fenerbahçe University must be listed as the student’s affiliation in all published copies of the work.
(4) Before the defense of the PhD thesis, if the thesis jury decides that corrections are needed, the student completes the corrections and submits the revised thesis to the advisor. The advisor signs the letter containing a positive opinion that the thesis complies with the spelling rules, as well as the plagiarism software report, the Publication Declaration Form, and the Thesis Originality Report. The advisor then submits the number of copies of the PhD thesis requested by the Graduate School in accordance with the guide, along with one PDF file on a USB, to the Graduate School through the department chair. If plagiarism is detected in the data in the plagiarism software report related to the thesis, the relevant thesis is sent to the Graduate School Administrative Board for a decision, along with the justification.
(5) The PhD thesis jury is appointed based on the proposal of the advisor, the proposal of the division chair, and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. The jury consists of five faculty members, including three members from the student’s thesis monitoring committee and at least two advisors from outside the University. The second advisor may participate in the jury without voting rights.
(6) The date and place of the PhD defense exam are determined by the Graduate School upon the recommendation of the advisor and the approval of the division chair, and the jury members and the student are notified in writing. The Graduate School sends the relevant thesis and the report generated by the plagiarism detection software to the jury members electronically.
(7) Jury members must convene no later than one month from the date of delivery of the thesis and conduct the student’s thesis defense exam. The thesis defense exam consists of a thesis presentation followed by a question-and-answer session. Faculty members and graduate students may attend the PhD defense exam as listeners.
(8) After the completion of the thesis defense exam, the jury decides by absolute majority, in a session closed to the audience, whether to accept, reject, or require corrections to the thesis. A student whose PhD thesis is accepted is evaluated as successful. This decision is notified to the Graduate School by the division chair within three days following the thesis defense exam. A student whose PhD thesis is deemed unsuccessful and rejected will be dismissed from the University. A student whose PhD thesis is required to be corrected must make the necessary corrections within six months at the latest and defend the thesis again before the same jury. A student who is unsatisfactory in this defense is dismissed from the University.
Acceptance of qualified publications as a thesis
ARTICLE 24/A- (1) A PhD student may submit at least four works related to the PhD thesis that are coherent with each other in ESCI or SCOPUS-indexed journals, or at least three works in journals or books indexed in AHCI, BKCI, CPCI, SCI, Scie, or SSCI, provided that they are published or accepted for publication and have a DOI number, to be accepted in place of the PhD thesis.
(2) The works in question must have been prepared during the PhD program.
(3) No publication requirement is needed for students who meet this condition.
(4) Only the names of the student, the thesis advisor, and the second advisor, if applicable, are included in the works. However, in multidisciplinary field research, the names of the researchers listed in the relevant ethics committee decision may also be included.
(5) Fenerbahçe University must be listed as the student’s affiliation in all published copies of the work.
(6) The student formats the works according to the University’s thesis writing rules under the supervision of the advisor.
(7) The relevant provisions of this Regulation shall apply to the evaluation of the works by the jury and its submission to the Graduate School.
PhD graduation, diploma, and diploma supplement
ARTICLE 25- (1) A student who has successfully completed the courses, has a GPA of at least 3.00 out of 4.00, has passed the proficiency exam, has successfully defended the PhD thesis before the jury, whose thesis is found appropriate in terms of form, fulfills the other graduation requirements determined by the Senate, and submits at least three hard copies of the thesis approved by the jury to the Graduate School and one electronic copy to the Department of Library and Documentation within one month of the PhD defense exam, is awarded a PhD diploma and a diploma supplement.
(2) In order for a student who has successfully completed the PhD thesis to begin the graduation process, the student must submit at least three hard copies of the thesis approved by the jury to the advisor and obtain the advisor’s written approval confirming that the thesis complies with the University’s writing rules. In addition, data must be entered into the YÖK National Thesis Center, and the data entry form must be submitted to the Graduate School. 
(3) The Graduate School Administrative Board may extend the thesis submission deadline to the Graduate School by a maximum of one month if the student submits a written request. Students who fail to complete the graduation procedures and meet the necessary requirements cannot receive their diploma until the conditions are fulfilled, cannot benefit from student rights, and their affiliation with the University will be terminated upon reaching the maximum duration of study.
(4) The name of the program in the division approved by the Council of Higher Education is written on the PhD diploma. The date of graduation is the date on which the copies of the thesis, approved in terms of form, bound, and signed by the jury members, are submitted to the Graduate School.
(5) A copy of the PhD thesis approved by the jury is sent to the Presidency of the Council of Higher Education to be submitted for the service of scientific research and activities in electronic format within three months of the thesis submission to the Graduate School.
(6) Graduate works are kept accessible electronically unless otherwise determined by the authorized institutions, organizations, or units.
PART FOUR
Proficiency in Art Program
Proficiency in art program
ARTICLE 26- (1) The proficiency in art program is a graduate proficiency program at the doctoral level that aims to present an original work of art and demonstrate advanced practice and creativity in music and performing arts.
(2) The proficiency in art program consists of at least 240 ECTS credits, including at least seven courses and practical studies, as well as thesis-related or artistic work such as exhibitions, projects, recitals, concerts, or performances, provided that the total is not less than 21 credits and an academic year of 60 ECTS for students admitted with a master’s degree with a thesis. For students admitted with a bachelor’s degree, the program consists of at least 300 ECTS credits, including 14 courses and practical studies totaling at least 42 credits, as well as thesis-related or artistic work such as exhibitions, projects, recitals, concerts, or performances.
(3) In proficiency in art programs, students admitted with a master’s degree from other higher education institutions may take up to two courses with the recommendation of the division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board, while students admitted with a bachelor’s degree may take up to four courses. Courses taken at other higher education institutions must not have been offered at the University during the same academic year or semester in which they were completed. Students who wish to take courses at other higher education institutions must submit a petition to the Graduate School at least 15 days before the course registration dates specified in the academic calendar. The selection of these courses, as well as the compatibility of their credit and ECTS values and the conversion of letter grades, is determined based on the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(4) Courses taken at the undergraduate level are not counted toward the course and credit/ECTS requirements of the proficiency in art program and are excluded from the GPA calculation.
(5) Proficiency in art programs cannot be offered at the secondary education level.
Application and admission requirements for proficiency in art programs
ARTICLE 27- (1) To apply to the proficiency in art program, candidates must hold a bachelor’s or master’s degree. Except for graduates of fine arts faculties, conservatories, and equivalent programs from other faculties, candidates applying with a master’s degree must have at least 55 points in the ALES verbal score type, while candidates applying with a bachelor’s degree must have at least 80 points in the ALES verbal score type.
(2) To apply to the proficiency in art program with a bachelor’s degree, candidates must have an undergraduate GPA of at least 3.00 out of 4.00.
(3) For admission to the proficiency in art program, the University may only accept students with an ALES score or GRE or GMAT scores deemed equivalent to ALES, provided that the score weight is not less than 50%. In addition, the evaluation considers the undergraduate GPA for applicants with a bachelor’s degree, the graduate GPA for applicants with a master’s degree, the written science exam and/or oral scientific/talent assessment, portfolio review, foreign language proficiency, application, and other acceptance-related requirements are determined by the decision of the Graduate School Board and the approval of the Senate, in accordance with the measurement and evaluation criteria and the minimum scores and rates determined by the Council of Higher Education. Other matters related to the evaluation of candidates, including the reference letter required for the application, the letter or statement indicating the candidate’s intention to pursue the proficiency in art program, international standard exams, and other similar documents, are determined by the Senate.
(4) The Graduate School Board, with the approval of the Senate, determines whether ALES or equivalent exams and scores are required for the admission of foreign candidates and Turkish citizens who have completed their undergraduate education abroad to proficiency in art programs.
(5) For admission to the proficiency in art program, students are required to obtain at least 55 points from the central foreign language exams recognized by the Council of Higher Education, or from international foreign language exams accepted as equivalent, or at least 60 points in programs conducted in Turkish, or an equivalent score from international foreign language exams recognized as equivalent by ÖSYM. If necessary, the Senate may decide to increase these minimum scores based on the characteristics of the programs.
Duration of the proficiency in art program
ARTICLE 28- (1) The standard duration for completing the proficiency in art program is eight semesters for students admitted with a master’s degree, excluding any time spent in preparatory studies, starting from the semester in which the program courses are offered, regardless of enrollment. The maximum completion period is twelve semesters for students admitted with a master’s degree and fourteen semesters for students admitted with a bachelor’s degree.
(2) The maximum period for successfully completing credit courses in the proficiency in art program is four semesters for students admitted with a master's degree with thesis and six semesters for those admitted with a bachelor's degree. During this period, a student who fails to successfully complete the courses or maintain a GPA of at least 3.00 out of 4.00 is dismissed from the University.
(3) A student who successfully completes the credit courses and practical studies but does not complete requirements such as the thesis, exhibition, project, recital, concert, or performance within the maximum duration of twelve or fourteen semesters specified in the first paragraph is dismissed from the University.
(4) Students admitted to the proficiency in art program with a bachelor’s degree who cannot complete their courses and/or proficiency work within the maximum period, or who are unsuccessful in the proficiency in art study, may be awarded a non-thesis master’s diploma upon the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board, provided they fulfill the credit load/ECTS, project, and other requirements of the non-thesis master’s program within 15 days. If students in this situation submit a request, additional time may be granted by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. Within this additional period, a student who fails to complete the requirements of the non-thesis master’s program will be dismissed from the University. If a non-thesis master’s program in the same field is not available at the Graduate School, YÖK will be notified so that the program can be defined as semi-passive in the Higher Education Information System (YÖKSİS). Once the program is defined in YÖKSİS, the student will be awarded the non-thesis master’s degree.
Appointment of an advisor in the proficiency in art program
ARTICLE 29- (1) To carry out studies such as the thesis, exhibition, project, recital, concert, performance, and to select courses and practical studies for each student, the division chair in proficiency in art programs recommends an advisor from the University staff, along with the subject and title of the proficiency in art study, as determined by the student together with the advisor, to the Graduate School no later than the end of the second semester. The proposal for the proficiency in art study, prepared with the advisor, is finalized by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board no later than the end of the second semester.
(2) The advisor is appointed from among faculty members who meet the qualifications determined by the Senate and who hold a PhD/proficiency in art degree.
(3) To manage studies such as thesis, exhibition, project, recital, concert, or performance in proficiency in art programs, faculty members must have supervised at least one successfully completed master’s thesis.
(4) When the proficiency in art study requires multiple advisors, a second advisor may be appointed upon the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. The second advisor may be from outside the University staff and must hold at least a PhD/proficiency in art degree.
(5) If necessary, the advisor may be changed in accordance with the principles in this article, with the recommendation of the division chair and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(6) The division chair is responsible for ensuring the balanced distribution of advising assignments among faculty members. For this purpose, the division chair carries out guidance and information activities for students.
Proposal defense for proficiency in art study
ARTICLE 29/A- (1) Students who succeed in proficiency in art programs during the course period must prepare a proposal covering the purpose, method, and study plan of their work, in accordance with relevant University criteria, and defend it orally before the monitoring committee within six months. The recommendation text must be distributed to the committee members at least fifteen days before the oral defense. A student who does not submit the proposal in writing and does not defend it within the specified period, without a valid excuse, is deemed unsatisfactory in the proposal defense.
(2) The thesis monitoring committee evaluating the defense decides on the proposal of the proficiency in art study submitted by the student, issuing a decision of “acceptance,” “correction required”, or “rejection”. At the end of this period, the student resubmits the proposal for proficiency in art study to the committee. If a decision requiring corrections is made, a period of one month is allowed for the corrections.
(3) A student whose proposal for proficiency in art study is rejected may choose a new advisor and/or a new work subject. If the advisor is replaced or the current advisor requests, changes may be made to the members of the monitoring committee. A student who does not change their advisor is re-examined within three months, while a student who changes their advisor and/or subject of study is re-examined within six months. A student whose work proposal is rejected in this defense is dismissed from the University.
(4) For a student whose work proposal is accepted, the proficiency in art monitoring committee holds meetings at least twice a year, once between January-June, and once between July-December. The student submits a written report to the committee members at least one month before the meeting date. This report includes a summary of the work completed so far and the work plan for the next period. After the thesis monitoring meeting, the student's work is evaluated as satisfactory or unsatisfactory by the committee and submitted to the Graduate School by the student's report and advisor in the annex of the committee minutes.
(5) A student who does not attend the monitoring committee meeting without a valid excuse is considered unsatisfactory for that monitoring period. A student who is unsatisfactory in two consecutive meetings or in three meetings in total is dismissed from the University by the monitoring committee.
Conclusion of proficiency in art study
ARTICLE 30- (1) A student preparing a proficiency in art study defends their work orally, such as a thesis, exhibition, project, recital, concert, or performance, before the jury, supported by a written text explaining and documenting the work in accordance with the University’s Graduate Work Writing Guide.
(2) At least three thesis monitoring committee reports must be submitted to the Graduate School for the student’s proficiency in art study to be finalized.
(3) Before the defense of the proficiency in art study, if the thesis jury decides that corrections are needed, the student completes the corrections and submits the revised thesis to the advisor. The advisor signs the letter containing their positive opinion that the proficiency in art work complies with the spelling rules, along with the attached plagiarism software report and the Thesis Originality Report, and submits the required number of copies of the proficiency in art work, in accordance with the guideline, and one PDF file on a USB to the Graduate School through the division chair. If plagiarism is detected in the data in the plagiarism software report related to the proficiency in art study, the relevant work is sent to the Graduate School Administrative Board for a decision, along with the justification.
(4) The proficiency in art study jury is appointed based on the proposal of the advisor, the proposal of the division chair, and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. The jury consists of five faculty members, including the advisor, with at least two members from outside the University.
(5) The date and place of the proficiency in art defense exam are determined by the Graduate School upon the recommendation of the advisor and the approval of the division chair, and the jury members and the student are notified in writing. The Graduate School sends the relevant proficiency in art study and the report generated by the plagiarism detection software to the jury members electronically.
(6) Jury members must convene no later than one month from the date of delivery of the proficiency of art study or text and conduct the student’s thesis defense exam. The defense exam consists of a presentation of the proficiency in art study followed by a question-answer section. Faculty members and graduate students may attend the proficiency in art study defense exam as listeners.
(7) After the defense exam, the jury, in a closed session, decides to accept, reject, or require corrections for the proficiency in art study, such as a thesis, exhibition, project, recital, concert, or performance. A student whose proficiency in art study is accepted is evaluated as successful. This decision is notified to the Graduate School by the division chair within three days following the defense exam. A student whose proficiency in art study is deemed unsatisfactory and rejected will be dismissed from the University. A student whose proficiency in art study is required to be corrected must make the necessary corrections within six months at the latest and defend the work, such as a thesis, exhibition, project, recital, concert, or performance, before the same jury. At the end of this defense exam, a student who is deemed unsatisfactory and whose proficiency of art study is not accepted will be dismissed from the University.
Proficiency in art graduation, diploma, and diploma supplement
ARTICLE 31- (1) A student who successfully completes the courses, has a GPA of at least 3.00 out of 4.00, successfully defends the proficiency in art work before the jury, whose work is found appropriate in terms of form and fulfills other graduation requirements determined by the Senate, and submits at least three hard copies of the approved work to the Graduate School and one electronic copy to the Department of Library and Documentation within one month of the defense exam, is awarded a proficiency in art diploma and diploma supplement indicating the field according to the characteristics of the branch of art approved by the Council of Higher Education.
(2) In order for a student who has successfully completed the proficiency of art study to begin the graduation process, the student must submit at least three hard copies of the work approved by the jury to the advisor and obtain the advisor’s written approval confirming that the work complies with the University’s writing rules. In addition, data must be entered into the YÖK National Thesis Center, and the data entry form must be submitted to the Graduate School. 
(3) The Graduate School Administrative Board may extend the proficiency in art study submission deadline to the Graduate School by a maximum of one month if the student submits a written request. Students who fail to complete the graduation procedures and meet the necessary requirements cannot receive their diploma until the conditions are fulfilled, cannot benefit from student rights, and their affiliation with the University will be terminated upon reaching the maximum duration of study.
(4) The name of the program in the division approved by the Council of Higher Education is written on the proficiency in art diploma. The date of graduation is the date on which the copies of the proficiency in art study, approved in terms of form, bound, and signed by the jury members, are submitted to the Graduate School.
(5) A copy of the proficiency in art study approved by the jury is sent to the Presidency of the Council of Higher Education to be submitted for the service of scientific research and activities in electronic format within three months of the thesis submission to the Graduate School.
(6) Graduate works are kept accessible electronically unless otherwise determined by the authorized institutions, organizations, or units.
PART FIVE
Application and Enrollment Procedures
Quotas
ARTICLE 32- (1) The quotas of graduate programs are determined and announced based on the proposal of the division chair, the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board, and the approval of the Senate.
Application and admission procedures
ARTICLE 33- (1) The application and admission conditions of graduate programs are determined by the decision of the Graduate School Board and the approval of the Senate. Prospective students submit their applications to the Graduate School in accordance with the established principles. The application and admission conditions, as well as all other announcements, are communicated through methods deemed appropriate by the University, in accordance with the academic calendar.
(2) The evaluation and acceptance of applications are carried out by the Graduate School. Among candidates who meet the admission requirements of the programs, a success ranking is created starting from the highest success or entry grade within the announced quota, and candidates are placed based on this ranking. The list of successful candidates is announced on the University website. When determining the priority among candidates with equal success or entrance grades, the following criteria are considered, in order: graduation GPA, ALES score or equivalent exam score, written science exam and/or oral scientific/talent evaluation exam score, and foreign language score.
Enrollment procedures
ARTICLE 34- (1) Candidates entitled to enroll in graduate programs must apply to the Registrar's Office on the dates announced by the University, submitting the required documents and paying the tuition fees either in person or through a proxy authorized by a notarized power of attorney. Candidates who do not complete registration within the announced registration period are deemed to have waived their right to enroll.
(2) For undergraduate and graduate degrees obtained from abroad, approval is required from the higher education institution that issued the diploma and from the Council of Higher Education regarding the recognition of the education received and the degree. Candidates who are citizens of the Republic of Turkey are also required to submit the Diploma Equivalence Certificate issued by the Council of Higher Education at the time of enrollment in the University.
(3) Candidates who do not pay the tuition fee within the period specified by the University will not be enrolled.
(4) Admitted candidates are required to submit any missing documents by the deadline specified in their admission letters. If the missing documents are not submitted within the specified period, the candidate will be dismissed from the University at the end of that period.
(5) Even if the records of students who are later found not to meet the necessary conditions for final registration, who lose these conditions, or who are found to have registered with false or misleading statements or documents have been processed, they are canceled as of the registration date, regardless of the semester, and proceedings are initiated against them. If these students have graduated, all documents, including the diploma awarded to them, are canceled, and proceedings are initiated against them. Tuition fees paid by these individuals are not refunded.
(6) Students whose contact information has changed are required to update their information by submitting a written notification to the Registrar's Office within 15 days of the change.
Registration renewal
ARTICLE 35- (1) Students must renew their registration at the beginning of each semester, within the dates specified in the academic calendar.
(2) To complete registration, a student must have fulfilled all financial obligations, and the advisor’s approval must be obtained for course registration procedures in OIS.
(3) Students engaged in a semester project, thesis, or proficiency in art work in graduate programs must register each semester.
(4) Students who do not renew their registration within the specified periods cannot take courses or exams in that semester and cannot exercise their student rights.
(5) A semester in which a student does not renew their registration is included in the maximum allowed period of study.
(6) Students may add/drop courses with their advisor’s approval, within the dates specified in the academic calendar. Requests to add/drop courses after the specified dates are reviewed and decided by the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(7) Other procedures for registration renewal are carried out in accordance with the relevant University regulations and the decisions of the Senate.
Language of instruction and language proficiency
ARTICLE 36- (1) Graduate programs taught in Turkish or a foreign language may be established with the decision of the Senate and the approval of the Council of Higher Education. The language of instruction for the programs is indicated in the University announcements.
(2) Candidates applying to graduate programs must submit an examination document verifying their language proficiency. The minimum Turkish and foreign language requirements for enrolling in graduate programs, as well as the accepted exams, are determined by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board and approved by the Senate.
(3) Language proficiency exemption conditions for programs taught in Turkish or a foreign language are determined by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board and approved by the Senate.
(4) For student admission, candidates must achieve the following scores: at least 55 for PhD or proficiency in art programs taught in Turkish, at least 60 for master’s, PhD, or proficiency in art programs taught in a foreign language, or an equivalent score from international foreign language exams recognized as equivalent by the Council of Higher Education or ÖSYM. In addition, international prospective students must obtain at least a B2 level on the Turkish language proficiency exam. If necessary, these scores may be increased based on the characteristics of the programs by the decision of the Graduate School Board and approved by the Senate.
(5) For admission to programs taught in a foreign language, candidates must achieve the score determined separately for each program by the decision of the Graduate School Board and approved by the Senate, based on one of the national/international foreign language exams organized by the University or recognized by the Senate.
(6) Exams for determining foreign language proficiency and the conditions for exemption from these exams are established by the decision of the Graduate School Board and approved by the Senate. The principles governing learning in the foreign language preparation program are set out in a directive.
(7) Foreign nationals applying to master’s programs taught in Turkish must have either graduated from a bachelor’s or graduate program taught in Turkish at a higher education institution in Turkey or abroad, or hold an official certificate demonstrating at least a B2 level, or an equivalent score, on the Turkish proficiency exam administered by Fenerbahçe University Turkish Teaching Application and Research Center, the Yunus Emre Institute, or a Turkish teaching center at another university in Turkey. This required score level may be increased by the decision of the Graduate School Board and approval of the Senate. Candidates who do not hold a Turkish proficiency certificate at least at the B2 level, as specified in this paragraph, are required to take the Turkish proficiency exam administered by the University. Candidates who achieve a B2 level or higher may be admitted to the program. Those who fail are directed to the University’s Turkish preparatory program, with the condition that they achieve B2 level Turkish proficiency. The duration of this program is two semesters. At the end of this period, students who do not pass the specified exams may be granted an additional period of up to two semesters by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board, provided that they pay the tuition fee. At the end of these periods, students who remain unsuccessful are dismissed from the University. The time spent in the Turkish language preparatory program is not included in the duration of study. The tuition fee for graduate students continuing in the Turkish language preparatory program is determined by the Board of Trustees at the beginning of each academic year. The academic procedures for students attending the Turkish language preparatory program are set out in the relevant directive.
(8) Exams for determining Turkish language proficiency and the conditions for exemption from these exams are established by the decision of the Graduate School Board and approved by the Senate. The principles governing learning in the Turkish language preparation program are set out in a directive.
Lateral transfers
ARTICLE 37- (1) Successful students who have completed at least one semester in another division within the University or in a graduate program at another higher education institution may apply for admission to the same or a different graduate program through lateral transfer, provided they are still enrolled in the relevant institution.
(2) Applications are submitted to the Graduate School secretariat. To apply, the candidate must meet the requirements for admission to the relevant program. Transfers are made with the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board, provided the student submits the necessary documents within the application period. This decision also specifies which course requirements in the program to which the student is admitted will be waived. In intra-university lateral transfers, the exam documents used for admission to the program in which the student is currently enrolled may be used for registration in the program to which they wish to transfer.
(3) To transfer between programs, a student must have a GPA of at least 2.70 out of 4.00 at the master’s level, or at least 3.00 out of 4.00 at the PhD/proficiency in art level. The program may require applicants to meet conditions such as a valid ALES score, a written science exam, or an oral scientific evaluation.
(4) For students transferring laterally from another higher education institution, the student who transfers to PhD/proficiency in art programs must complete the proficiency exam, the thesis/proficiency in art work proposal, and the thesis/proficiency in art work in this program. The student who transfers to a master’s program with thesis must complete their thesis in this program, and the student who transfers to a non-thesis master’s program must complete the semester project in this program and complete at least two compulsory and/or elective courses at the University.
(5) If a student admitted to a PhD/proficiency in art program with a bachelor’s degree wishes to transfer to a master’s program with thesis in the same division, and there is sufficient time to complete the desired program when the time spent in the doctoral program is counted, the student may apply to transfer to the relevant master’s program with thesis.
(6) Exemption and adaptation procedures for courses previously taken by students in their former program are carried out in accordance with the relevant University regulations, the principles established by the Senate, and the provisions of the applicable legislation. The courses previously completed by undergraduate transfer students that will be exempted in the applied programs are determined by the recommendation of the relevant division and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(7) The time spent by students enrolled in graduate programs through lateral transfer, either from within or outside the University, in their previous programs is included in their total period of study.
National and international student exchange
ARTICLE 38- (1) Interuniversity student exchange programs are implemented in accordance with the principles established by the Senate and the Council of Higher Education, based on bilateral agreements between the University and other higher education institutions in Turkey or abroad. The outbound and inbound student exchanges with other higher education institutions are determined by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(2) Students enrolled in the University’s graduate programs who take courses at other higher education institutions through exchange programs remain enrolled at the University during the exchange period. This period is included in their total period of study, and they are required to pay the tuition fees applicable for the relevant semesters to the University.
(3) The courses a student will take within the scope of the exchange program, and how these courses will be counted toward program requirements, are determined by the division chair in accordance with the student’s curriculum and approved by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. The credit and/or ECTS values and grades of courses whose equivalence is recognized and adapted are counted as transfer credits and recorded in the student’s transcript.
(4) Matters such as procedures, course registration, and tuition fees for students coming to the University from abroad under bilateral agreements or international programs are managed by the Graduate School directorate in accordance with the provisions of the agreements and relevant legislation. These students hold exchange student rights. They are subject to the University’s academic and administrative regulations. These students are not given diplomas or academic titles. Students are provided with a transcript showing the courses they have taken and their academic performance.
Guest student
ARTICLE 38/A- (1) Visiting students may be accepted for a maximum of three courses in the program, based on the proposal of the division chair, the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board, and the approval of the Rectorate.
(2) The visiting student must hold at least a bachelor’s degree.
(3) Visiting students are not required to be enrolled in any graduate program at the University.
(4) In the admission of visiting students, no grade level requirement is sought, and no entrance exam is administered.
(5) Visiting students are required to fulfill the requirements of the courses they attend as registered students of the University and to pay the fee determined by the Board of Trustees.
(6) Visiting student status is not an educational status intended to lead directly to a degree in the relevant program, and its duration may not exceed two semesters.
(7) Visiting students are issued a “certificate of achievement” if they successfully complete their courses.
Special student admission
ARTICLE 39- (1) Students who are enrolled in a master’s, PhD, or proficiency in art program at another higher education institution and wish to deepen their knowledge in a specific scientific field may be accepted as special students in the courses of the program they apply to, based on the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. Applications are decided no later than the course add/drop dates announced in the academic calendar. A student whose special student application is accepted must pay the tuition fee determined by the University, complete registration for the admitted program no later than the add/drop dates, and register for courses within the same period. The exemption procedures for the courses successfully completed by these special students are carried out by the division chair at the partner higher education institution where they are enrolled. Students enrolled as special students are provided with a transcript showing their attendance and performance in the course/courses they take.
(2) Graduate students enrolled in institute programs may apply to take courses as special students at graduate schools affiliated with another higher education institution, based on the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. In all circumstances, courses taken as a special student, provided they are in the same language of instruction, may not exceed half of the total number of courses required for graduation in the program in which the student is enrolled. 

(3) Exemptions for courses successfully completed by students taking them as special students are determined by the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(4) Special student status is not an educational status intended to lead directly to a degree in a graduate program, its duration may not exceed two semesters, and it is included in the student’s total period of study. Summer school is not included in this period of study.
(5) Separate courses are not offered specifically for special students. Students taking courses as special students may not benefit from student rights beyond attending courses and participating in educational activities.
(6) Students accepted as special students pay the tuition fee per ECTS credit for that year, as determined by the Board of Trustees.
(7) Graduate students enrolled in institute programs pay full tuition fees to the University for the semesters in which they take courses as special students.
Tuition fees and scholarships
ARTICLE 40- (1) Graduate programs at the University are subject to tuition fees. Tuition fees and payment procedures are determined and announced by the Board of Trustees each semester or academic year, in accordance with the provisions of the relevant legislation.
(2) A student who does not pay the tuition fee on time, or who has an outstanding debt from previous semesters, will not be enrolled, have their registration renewed, or have their enrollment frozen, and will be dismissed from the University at the end of the period specified by the relevant legislation. These students may not benefit from any student rights.
(3) Matters concerning scholarships and financial support for graduate students are determined by the decision of the Senate and approved by the Board of Trustees.
(4) A student may benefit from scholarship rights under the terms and conditions specified by the University in the year of enrollment.
(5) Tuition fees for students admitted through lateral transfer are determined and announced by the Board of Trustees.
(6) The summer school tuition fee is paid for summer courses offered in addition to the tuition fees paid for the fall and spring semesters.
(7) The program fee paid by a student whose enrollment has been terminated due to disciplinary reasons or exceeding the maximum study period is non-refundable.
PART SIX
Principles Regarding Education and Training 
Academic year and calendar
ARTICLE 41- (1) An academic year consists of fall and spring semesters, each comprising at least 70 working days, excluding exam periods.
(2) Graduate program courses are conducted on a semester basis during the fall and spring semesters.
(3) Summer schools may be offered in graduate programs. The maximum duration of summer school is eight weeks, including seven weeks of instruction and one week for final exams. The total hours of a course offered in summer school are equal to the total hours of the same course in the fall or spring semesters. Enrollment in summer school courses is based on the student’s preference.
(4) Summer school is outside the regular education period established for graduate programs, and the time spent in summer school is not included in the normal education period.
(5) Other matters related to summer school education are regulated by a directive.
(6) In graduate programs, courses may be offered in two modules, each with a duration of seven weeks, during the fall or spring semesters. The total hours of a course offered in a module are equal to the total hours of the same course in the fall or spring semester. End-of-module exams are not included in this duration.
(7) The periods and dates for registration, courses, exams, and related activities are specified in the academic calendar approved by the Senate.
Scientific preparation program
ARTICLE 42- (1) The scientific preparation program, consisting of courses determined based on the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board, may be applied to students admitted to master’s and PhD programs that have obtained their bachelor’s or master’s degrees in fields different from the program they are admitted to, as well as to master’s or PhD candidates who have received their bachelor’s or master’s degrees from other higher education institutions.
(2) Courses taken as part of the scientific preparation program may not be selected from the courses of the relevant graduate program. Courses taken in the scientific preparation program may not be used to fulfill the credit/ECTS requirements of the graduate program and are not included in GPA calculations.
(3) Attendance requirements, grading, and other matters related to courses in the scientific preparation program are conducted in accordance with the provisions of the program in which the courses are offered.
(4) Students enrolled in the scientific preparation program may take courses from the graduate program they are admitted to, provided these courses do not conflict with their scientific preparation courses, based on the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(5) The maximum duration of the scientific preparation program is two semesters. Summer school is not included in this period. This period may not be extended beyond the allowed leave of absence, and students who are unsuccessful at the end of this period will be dismissed from the University. The time spent in this program is not counted toward the duration of the master’s or PhD program.
(6) During the scientific preparation program, students may not take courses other than the scientific preparation courses or graduate courses approved by the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(7) Other matters related to the scientific preparation program are determined by the Senate.
Foreign language preparation program
ARTICLE 43- (1) If candidates who will complete final registration in graduate programs do not meet the minimum foreign language requirement set by the Senate, they may be allowed to enroll in the foreign language preparatory program. The instruction, examinations, exemption conditions, and other principles related to the foreign language preparatory program for students admitted under this condition are set out in a directive.
(2) The duration of the foreign language preparatory program for graduate students is two semesters. At the end of this period, students who do not pass the specified exams may be granted an additional period of up to two semesters by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board, provided that they pay the tuition fee. At the end of these periods, students who remain unsuccessful are dismissed from the University. 
(3) Until the foreign language requirement is met, students may not take scientific preparation program courses or courses within the graduate program, nor may they begin thesis work.
Advisorship
ARTICLE 44- (1) The maximum number of students per faculty member for advisorship is 14 for master’s and PhD programs with a thesis, and 16 for non-thesis master’s programs.
(2) Advisorship duties are performed by the division chair or the program coordinator, who is notified to the Graduate School in writing by the division chair, until an advisor is officially appointed.
Courses
ARTICLE 45- (1) Graduate education plans within the divisions include the compulsory and elective courses required for graduation, as well as seminars, graduate work, and similar activities, along with the corresponding credit and ECTS values of these studies. These education plans are determined by the decision of the Graduate School Board and approved by the Senate.
(2) At least one course covering scientific/artistic research techniques and research and publication/art ethics must be offered to students in graduate programs.
(3) The courses a student enrolls in each semester are finalized through the student’s course selection and the advisor’s approval in OIS.
(4) All types of assessment and evaluation for each course, including intra-semester studies/midterms, the final exam, their number, and their contribution to the course’s letter grade, as well as any conditions for taking the final exam and the course objective, content, learning outcomes, and weekly syllabus, are updated by the instructor in the University’s academic information package two weeks before the start of each semester and defined in OIS and shared with students through OIS during the first week of classes.
(5) With the approval of their advisor, students may take up to two additional courses beyond the ECTS value stipulated in the course plan during the semesters in which they are enrolled. If necessary, the ECTS value a student may take can be increased with the recommendation of the advisor, the approval of the division chair, and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(6) Students must repeat compulsory courses that they have previously failed or withdrawn from. For repeated courses, the most recent letter grade received is used in the GPA calculation.
(7) Failed elective courses can be retaken, or another course from the elective course pool can be selected with the approval of the advisor, provided that the student’s total credits and ECTS value do not prevent graduation.
(8) If an elective course is not offered, a student who enrolled in and failed the course may enroll in one of the available elective courses with the approval of the advisor, within the periods specified in the academic calendar, provided that the student’s total credits and ECTS value do not prevent graduation.
(9) If a course is removed from the course plan, a student who fails this course may take an equivalent or similar course in the course plan with the recommendation of their advisor and the decision of the division chair, provided that the student’s total credits and ECTS value do not prevent graduation.
(10) To improve their GPA, students may retake courses in which they earned a letter grade of "BA" or below, with the approval of their advisor. In this case, the attendance requirement applies to the repeated courses, and only the most recent letter grades are considered valid.
(11) The principles for implementing modular systems in the curricula and their durations are determined by the recommendation of the relevant division chair, the decision of the Graduate School Board, and the approval of the Senate.
(12) Specialization courses are conducted in accordance with the relevant University regulations.
Course withdrawal
ARTICLE 46- (1) Students may withdraw from courses with their advisors’ approval within the dates specified in the academic calendar. Requests to withdraw from a course after the withdrawal period has expired are reviewed and decided by the Graduate School Administrative Board. Course withdrawal is not permitted during the summer school.
(2) A course from which a student withdraws is considered as not taken and is recorded as withdrawn (W) on the transcript. A student may withdraw from a maximum of one course per semester and a maximum of two courses in total during their education. A student may not withdraw a second time from a course they have previously withdrawn from or from courses that do not count toward the GPA. In the case of withdrawal from a repeated course, the most recent letter grade earned before the withdrawal remains valid for that course.
(3) Course withdrawals are non-refundable and will not be deducted from subsequent fees.
Course prerequisites and corequisites
ARTICLE 47- (1) A prerequisite is a requirement that must be fulfilled before a course can be taken. As prerequisites, obligations may include courses that must have been previously taken and completed with a minimum letter grade of "CC" at the master’s level or "CB" or "S" at the PhD/proficiency in art level, as well as specific credits or work that must be achieved or completed.
(2) If a prerequisite course is repeated, the most recent grade obtained from the relevant course will be valid.
(3) A course that must be taken simultaneously with another course is called a corequisite of that course. A student who completes one of the corequisite courses with a minimum grade of "CC" at the master’s level or "CB" or "S" at the PhD/proficiency in art level may take the associated course, which is dependent on that corequisite, independently.
(4) The prerequisites and corequisites of courses are determined by the proposal of the division chair, the decision of the Graduate School Board, and the approval of the Senate.
(5) Students may not enroll in courses for which they do not meet the prerequisite and/or corequisite requirements. The provision of this clause also applies to students participating in national or international exchange programs, students wishing to take courses at the University as special students, and students enrolled at the University who wish to take courses at other higher education institutions.
(6) An exempted course may be used to fulfill the prerequisite/corequisite of another course.
Attendance requirements
ARTICLE 48- (1) Students are required to attend courses, laboratories, and practical sessions, and to participate in all exams and other activities deemed appropriate by the instructors during the semester. The course attendance requirement and its impact on course success evaluation are determined by the course instructor in accordance with higher education legislation and announced at the beginning of the semester.
(2) If courses or practical sessions are repeated, the attendance requirement must be met again, even if it was fulfilled previously.
Course exemption
ARTICLE 49- (1) Students may request exemption from courses they have completed at another higher education institution to fulfill the requirements of the graduate program in which they are enrolled. Exemption applications must be submitted in writing to the Graduate School secretariat, along with the relevant transcripts and course descriptions.
(2) The credit and/or ECTS values and letter grade equivalents, as well as the courses counted toward fulfilling obligations in the graduate program from courses previously completed at another higher education institution, are determined by the recommendation of the division chair and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board. Courses from which a student is exempted may not be retaken during their studies at the University.
(3) Courses from which a student is exempted by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board are included in the GPA calculation and are shown on the transcript.
(4) Students who apply for exemption from courses taken at another higher education institution must complete the proficiency exam in PhD/proficiency in art programs, as well as the thesis/proficiency in art study proposal and thesis/proficiency in art study in these programs; complete their thesis in master’s programs with a thesis; complete the semester project in non-thesis master’s programs; and complete at least two compulsory and/or elective courses required for graduation in the relevant program at the University.
Exams
ARTICLE 50- (1) Each course includes at least one midterm and one final exam. All assessments and evaluations related to a course, including midterm and final exams, may be conducted orally, through homework, reports, projects, seminars, and similar activities, or in practical sessions, provided that they are written and/or documented.
(2) Exams consist of midterm, final, and make-up exams.
(3) A make-up exam is an exam conducted in place of the midterm or final exam. However, make-up exams are not conducted in distance education programs. Students who are unable to take the midterm or final exams due to health reasons or other valid and justified excuses may take make-up exams, provided that their excuses are approved by the division chair and accepted by the Graduate School Administrative Board. Students who do not take the make-up exam on the announced date are not permitted to retake it.
(4) Repeat exams are not offered in graduate programs.
(5) All exams that assess proficiency, placement, or course success may be conducted in a paper-based format for all candidates simultaneously, or electronically, allowing each candidate to receive different questions at different times. Activities related to preparing exam questions, creating and encrypting the question bank, storing exam questions on paper or electronically, and ensuring exam security are conducted in accordance with the principles established by the Council of Higher Education.
(6) Exams may be scheduled outside of regular working hours or on Saturdays and Sundays, excluding national and public holidays, with the approval of the division chair.
(7) All documents and materials forming the basis of exams are retained for two years in accordance with the relevant University regulations. At the end of this period, they are properly destroyed, and a report is issued documenting the destruction.
(8) Students may not take exams during periods covered by a medical excuse or official assignment. Any grade obtained on an exam taken during this period is considered invalid.
Objection to exam results
ARTICLE 51- (1) Students may appeal exam results by submitting a written application to the relevant division chair within three working days of the announcement of the exam results. The exam paper is reviewed by the course instructor within three working days of the application notification, and the result, along with the reasons, is forwarded in writing to the Graduate School by the division chair. The student is informed of the outcome of the grade appeal. If the appealed grade is changed, the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board is communicated to the Registrar’s Office.
(2) The student may submit a second appeal by sending a written application to the Graduate School within three working days of the notification of the relevant decision. In this case, the Graduate School Administrative Board appoints a three-person examination commission, composed of field experts and excluding the instructor of the relevant course, to review the exam paper within seven working days and determine the student’s grade definitively. The decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board is communicated to both the instructor of the relevant course and the student. The decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board on this matter is final. The Graduate School informs the Registrar’s Office of the result in the event of a grade change.
Material error in grades
ARTICLE 52- (1) Corrections to the announced final course grade due to a material error are made by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board upon written notification from the relevant instructor.
Final course grades
ARTICLE 53- (1) The final course grade is determined based on evaluations such as semester exams, quizzes, fieldwork, practical sessions, homework, presentations, ongoing assignments, projects, workshops, seminars, course attendance and participation, laboratory work, exhibitions, shows, recitals, concerts, representations, demonstrations, and other similar assessments deemed appropriate.
(2) Students’ academic standing is determined by calculating their GPA at the end of each semester. The grade point contributions of all courses included in the GPA, in which the student has been enrolled since the first semester, are calculated by multiplying the grade received in each course by its ECTS value and dividing the total by the sum of the ECTS values. The resulting average is displayed with two decimal places.
(3) The final course grade is determined by the weighted average of assessments conducted during the semester and the end-of-semester evaluation. 60% of the total grade is based on assessments conducted during the semester, and 40% is based on the end-of-semester (final) evaluation. Assessments are conducted at least twice during the semester. The weight of each assessment is determined by the course instructor, with each accounting for no less than 20%, and is announced in advance during the course.
(4) To be considered successful in a course, a student must achieve a final letter grade of at least "CC" at the master’s level and at least "CB" at the PhD/proficiency in art level.
(5) A student who receives any of the letter grades "AA", "BA", "BB", "CB", "CC", "S", or "E" in a master’s level course is considered to have succeeded in that course.
(6) A student who receives any of the letter grades "FF", "A", or "U" in a master’s level course is considered unsuccessful in that course. For students who fail to meet the course attendance requirements, the letter grade "A" is recorded but counted as "FF" in the GPA calculation.
(7) A student who receives any of the letter grades "AA", "BA", "BB", "CB", "S", or "E" in a PhD/proficiency in art level course is considered to have succeeded in that course.
(8) A student who receives any of the letter grades "CC", "FF", "A", or "U" in a PhD/proficiency in art level course is considered unsuccessful in that course. For students who fail to meet the course attendance requirements, the letter grade "A" is recorded but counted as "FF" in the GPA calculation.
(9) The letter grades "S" and "U" are used for seminar and graduate work.
(10) Other letter grades and marks are as follows:
a) A: Absent. The "A" letter grade is assigned to students who fail to meet the attendance requirements of the course. This letter grade is counted as "FF" in the GPA calculation.
b) P: Progressing. In credit/non-credit courses that extend beyond one semester, this grade is given to students who successfully continue their coursework at the end of each semester prior to the one in which the final letter grade is assigned. The letter grade “P” is not included in GPA calculations and does not count toward credit or ECTS totals. This letter grade must be converted into a standard letter grade before graduation.
c) S: Satisfactory. This grade is given to students who successfully complete courses evaluated on a satisfactory/unsatisfactory basis. The letter grade “S” is not included in GPA calculations.
U: Unsatisfactory. This letter grade is given to students who do not meet the requirements in courses evaluated on a satisfactory/unsatisfactory basis. The letter grade “U” is not included in GPA calculations.
d) R: Repeated course. This grade indicates that a course has been retaken or that an alternative course has been taken with the advisor’s approval in place of the original course. For these courses, the student’s most recent letter grade is considered valid. When a course is retaken and a new letter grade is assigned, the previous grade is not included in the GPA calculation.
e) E: Exempted/not responsible. This letter grade indicates courses from which the student is exempted by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
f) W: Withdrawal. This letter grade is assigned to a course from which the student withdraws. The letter grade “W” is not included in GPA calculations and does not count toward credit or ECTS totals.
g) I: Incomplete. This letter grade is given to students who are unable to complete the required coursework by the end of the semester and/or who cannot finish the necessary assignments or practical work for the course for a valid reason approved by the instructor. In a course where a student receives an “I” grade, they must complete the missing requirements within 30 days from the grade announcement date specified in the academic calendar and receive a final letter grade. Otherwise, the “I” grade automatically converts to an “FF” or “U” grade. This period may be extended until the end of the tenth week after the semester exams, upon the student’s request, the recommendation of the division chair, and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
T: Transferred course. This grade is used for courses taken by students who transfer laterally within the university, participate in an exchange program, or take courses at another university with the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board, provided the course equivalence is confirmed by the division chair’s recommendation and the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board.
h) M: Missing. This grade is assigned to students who do not take the PhD qualifying exam, because the exam period has ended.

i) SP: Scientific Preparation. This grade indicates courses taken in the scientific preparation program. It does not affect GPA calculations and is not counted toward credit or ECTS totals.
j) The grades for formation courses required of PhD students are evaluated as satisfactory/unsatisfactory and are not included in GPA calculations.
(11) Students with a GPA between 3.50 and 3.74 are considered honor students, while those with a GPA of 3.75 or higher are considered high honor students. This distinction is noted on the student’s transcript.
(12) When grades and grade point averages need to be converted to the 100-point system, the conversion table established by the Council of Higher Education is used.
(13) Academic performance is expressed using letter grades. The letter grades, their corresponding 100-point ranges, and coefficient values are shown below:
	Master's Degree
	PhD/Proficiency in Art
	Letter Grade
	Grade Range
	Success Coefficient

	Excellent
	Excellent
	AA
	90-100
	4.00

	Very Good
	Very Good
	BA
	85-89
	3.50

	Good
	Good
	BB
	80-84
	3.00

	Good
	Pass
	CB
	70-79 
	2.50

	Pass
	Fail
	CC
	60-69 
	2.00

	Fail
	Fail
	FF
	0-59
	0.00

	Absent
	Absent
	A
	--
	0.00

	Progressing
	Progressing
	P
	--
	--

	Satisfactory
	Satisfactory
	S
	--
	--

	Unsatisfactory
	Unsatisfactory
	U
	--
	--

	Repetition
	Repetition
	R
	--
	--


	Exempt/Not responsible
	Exempt/Not responsible
	E
	--
	    --

	Course withdrawal
	Course withdrawal
	W
	--
	    --


	Incomplete
	      Incomplete
	        I
	          --
	     --  

	Transferred
	      Transferred
	       T
	          --
	--

	Missing / Did Not Take the Exam
	      Missing / Did Not          Take the Exam
	       M
	          --
	--

	Scientific preparation
	Scientific preparation
	      SP
	         --
	--


Leave of absence
ARTICLE 54- (1) All students, including those in the foreign language preparation program and the scientific preparation program, may request a leave of absence for reasons such as health issues, military service, or other unforeseen compulsory events. Students wishing to take a leave of absence must submit a petition to the Graduate School stating their reasons. If the School deems it necessary, it may request additional information and documents from the student to support the petition. For a leave of absence request to be considered, the student must be registered for courses in the relevant semester and must apply to the School either personally or through a legal representative within 30 days of the occurrence of any of the reasons specified in this paragraph. Applications are decided by the Graduate School Administrative Board.
(2) Except for health-related reasons supported by a medical report, a leave of absence may be granted for a maximum of one semester at a time. The total allowable leave of absence is one semester for master’s programs and two semesters for PhD/proficiency in art programs. Students requesting a leave of absence for health reasons must submit a medical report, and the duration of the leave is determined by the Graduate School Administrative Board. Students who have reached the maximum duration of their program are not eligible for a leave of absence. Periods of leave of absence are not counted toward the maximum duration of a program.
(3) To finalize the leave of absence, a student whose petition is approved must pay the tuition fees for the semesters covered by the leave and have no outstanding debts to the University. Tuition fees paid by students for periods spent on a leave of absence are neither credited toward future fees nor counted as tuition for other periods.
(4) Students whose leave of absence has been finalized are not enrolled for the relevant semester, and any courses they may have taken during that period are not recorded in their academic history. These students may not engage in graduate work and are not entitled to exercise their student rights during the leave period.
(5) Students resume their studies by renewing their semester registration at the end of their leave of absence. Students who have taken a leave of absence for more than one semester and wish to return before completing their leave must submit a written application to the School directorate before course registration begins for the semester they intend to return.
Exmatriculation
ARTICLE 55- (1) Students who fail to complete their course requirements, graduate work, or other obligations necessary for graduation within the maximum allowable period of their enrolled program are exmatriculated from the University.
(2) Tuition fees paid by an exmatriculated student are non-refundable.
Withdrawal from the University
ARTICLE 56- (1) Students wishing to withdraw from the University may initiate the process by submitting a written application to the Registrar’s Office. When students apply to withdraw from the University, the Registrar’s Office processes their withdrawal as of the date they complete any outstanding obligations to the University.
(2) A student who withdraws from the University or is exmatriculated for any reason must have no outstanding obligations to the University and must return all University property and equipment provided for their use in good condition.
(3) If a student withdraws from the University during the course add-drop period or after its conclusion, their enrollment for the courses in that semester will be canceled. Courses for which a final grade is assigned at the end of the semester are recorded with the grade earned.
(4) If a student withdraws from the University during the course add-drop period or after its conclusion, their enrollment for the courses in that semester will be canceled. Courses for which a final grade is assigned at the end of the semester are recorded with the grade earned.
Disenrollment
ARTICLE 57- (1) In the following cases, a student will be disenrolled by the decision of the Graduate School Administrative Board:
a) Receiving an expulsion penalty from the higher education institution in accordance with the provisions of the relevant legislation.
b) Being unable to continue education due to mental health conditions documented in a medical report issued by an authorized health institution.
c) Failing to complete the final registration process properly. Being later determined not to have the right to final registration.
d) Being a student in other situations specified in Law No. 2547 that require disenrollment.
(2) Students who are disenrolled are given a transcript upon their request.
(3) Students may voluntarily disenroll from the University. For a student to be disenrolled, the exmatriculation procedures established by the University must be completed.
(4) A student cannot be disenrolled by mail. A written application from the student or their legal representative is required for voluntary disenrollment.
Disciplinary action 
ARTICLE 58- (1) The disciplinary proceedings of students are governed by the provisions of Law No. 2547.
(2) The suspension period of a student suspended from the University due to disciplinary action is included in the calculation of the maximum duration of their program.
PART SEVEN
Miscellaneous and Final Provisions
Miscellaneous provisions
ARTICLE 59- (1) The University may not conduct graduate programs, authorized by the Council of Higher Education, outside the province where the Rectorate is located.
(2) Specialization training in medicine, dentistry, and pharmacy is considered equivalent to a doctoral degree. These specialization programs are conducted in accordance with the Regulation on Specialization Training in Medicine and Dentistry published in the Official Gazette on 3/9/2022, No. 31942, and the Regulation on Specialization Training in Pharmacy published in the Official Gazette on 21/10/2016, No. 29864.
(3) The similarity rate for term projects, theses, proficiency in art and work texts, as well as the maximum allowable use of artificial intelligence, is specified in the thesis writing guide approved by the Senate.
Validity periods of exams
ARTICLE 60- (1) The validity periods of the exams required for admission to graduate programs are limited to the exams’ own validity periods.
Thesis work in cases of disasters and epidemics
ARTICLE 61- (1) Students at the thesis stage during disasters or epidemics may be granted an additional period of up to two semesters: one semester upon their initial request, and an additional semester if they apply again, depending on the stage of the disaster or epidemic. The additional periods granted are not counted toward the maximum duration of the program.
Notifications
ARTICLE 62- (1) Any official notifications required to be sent to students shall be delivered to the University-issued email address and to the address provided by the student during registration, in accordance with the provisions of the relevant legislation. In addition to return mail and registered mail, a notification delivered in exchange for a signature at the Graduate School is also valid. Students are responsible for monitoring messages sent to the University-issued email address and for updating their contact information during each registration period.
(2) Students who change the address provided to the University during enrollment but fail to notify the Registrar’s Office in writing within one week, or who provide incorrect or incomplete information, cannot claim that they have not been notified if communications are sent to their current address.
(3) If a student cannot be reached, announcements posted on the official bulletin boards designated for students within the University shall also serve as official notification.
Situations for which no applicable provisions exist
ARTICLE 63- (1) In cases not covered by this Regulation, the provisions of the relevant legislation, as well as the decisions of the Council of Higher Education, the Senate, and the University Administrative Board, shall apply.
(2) The Senate, the University Administrative Board, the Rector, the Graduate School Board, the Graduate School Administrative Board, and the division chair are authorized to resolve any uncertainties that may arise during the implementation of this Regulation and to address issues related to the adaptation of students who enrolled in any graduate program prior to its entry into force, in accordance with their responsibilities and areas of authority.
(3) Regarding the exercise of the powers granted under this Regulation: the division chair is authorized to resolve disputes between instructors or advisors and the program/department chair, the Graduate School Administrative Board is authorized to resolve disputes between instructors or advisors and the division chair and between the program/department chair and the division chair, and the Graduate School Board is authorized to resolve disputes between the division chair and the Graduate School Administrative Board. In the event of a written application by one or both parties, the unit authorized under this paragraph to resolve disputes shall make a decision after receiving the written opinions of the parties. The decision made is final and shall be implemented accordingly.
Repealed regulation
ARTICLE 64- (1) The Fenerbahçe University Graduate Education and Training Regulation, published in the Official Gazette on 8/1/2023, No. 32067, has been repealed.
Transitional provisions
PROVISIONAL ARTICLE 1- (1) For master’s students who enrolled at the University before the 2025-2026 academic year, the provisions of the second clause of Article 10, as added by Article 5 of the Regulation establishing this article, do not apply.
(2) For doctoral students who enrolled at the University before the 2025-2026 academic year, the provisions of the third clause of Article 24, as amended by Article 11 of the Regulation establishing this article, continue to apply as they were before the amendment.
(3) For master’s students who enrolled at the University before the 2025-2026 academic year, the CB letter grade continues to carry a grade point of 2.70.
Effective Date
ARTICLE 65- (1) This Regulation takes effect on the date of its publication.
Implementation
ARTICLE 66- (1) The provisions of this Regulation are implemented by the Rector of Fenerbahçe University.
